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Sunday, December 5th: “I Go Among Trees” UUI musicians
Please join us for a Music Sunday service that takes you away from the commercialism and hectic
schedules of the holiday season, and reminds us of the peace and fulfillment that the gifts of nature
provides us.

Sunday, December 12th: “The Story of the First Christmas” Rev. Eva Českava
Our annual multigenerational Christmas worship service features a traditional pageant, with sheep
and shepherds, royalty and angels, and a brand new baby. In addition, special music will be provided by our congregation’s young people.

Sunday, December 19th: “Mindfulness in the Marketplace” Rev. Stephen Sinclair
In the book Mindfulness in the Marketplace, edited by Allan Hunt Badiner, it is held that the Middle Path of Buddhism is not to avoid all consumption, but to consume mindfully in a manner that
protects ourselves and all living systems. How, as Unitarian Universalists, can we uphold this ideal
as we live our lives as consumers?

Friday, December 24th: Christmas Eve Service (7:00pm) Rev. Stephen Sinclair
Join us for a traditional, multigenerational, candlelight service featuring a bringing in of the
greens, carol singing, and the reading of the Christmas Story. Together, let us celebrate the coming
of light and the promise of rebirth. Bring your family, friends, and neighbors!

Sunday, December 26th: The Morning After: Now what? Robin Riebsomer
It’s the morning after Christmas. What teachings can inspire us as we move forward into the long
dark, cold days of winter? What will sustain us as we face the Long Arc of Justice and our own
individual journeys through life?

Sunday, January 2nd: A New Year, A New Opportunity Rev. Stephen Sinclair
Don’t make any New Year’s resolutions! As we all know, they were meant to be broken. Instead,
think of the new year as an opportunity to become the person you’ve always wanted to be. But
how many of us know who that person is? How do we go about discovering her or him? And if we
are able to find that person, how do we set about becoming that person?

Services start at 10:30 a.m. Childcare will be provided.

Church of the Warm Heart, Open Mind and Helping Hands
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A monthly publication of the Unitarian
Universalist Church of Indianapolis
615 W. 43rd St., Indianapolis IN 46208
Contact: 317-283-4760/info@uui.org
On the Web: www.uui.org
The UU Eye informs and sustains UUI’s congregational life. It connects members and
friends to our varied church activities, including worship, religious education, the arts and
community actions. It presents information of
consequence and interest to the congregation
and also reflects and fosters our purpose as a
congregation and as Unitarian Universalists.

UUI Officers and Staff
Minister
Rev. Stephen Sinclair
283-4760; minister@uui.org

Eye Deadlines and Submissions
The Eye welcomes your submissions about
congregational life and programs. The Eye
is published monthly on the first Wednesday of the month. Submit material by email to uueye@uui.org. The next deadline
is 8 p.m. Friday, December 31.

Board President
Eric Hinkle
329-7522; cehinkle1961@yahoo.com
Office Administrator
Mara Haium-White
283-4760; office@uui.org

UUI is a Welcoming Congregation and a
Certified Green Sanctuary under guidelines of the Unitarian Universalist Association.

Interim Religious Educator
Eva Českava
dre@uui.org
Acting Music Director:
Dianna Davis
dianna.davis@gmail.com
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The Pastor’s Page
Rev. Stephen Sinclair
th

The night of November 13 , a suburban Chicago woman was asleep in the
bedroom of her garden level apartment when an SUV driven by a drunken 17
year-old boy jumped the curb, crashed through the bedroom window and
landed on top of her, killing her instantly. This is a tragic story, one that need
not have happened. When I read about it I was dismayed that a 17 year-old
would be drunk and driving. But, this is not uncommon. People die from alcohol related accidents every day. However, what was unusual was that the victim was in her
own home, asleep in her bed. I was horrified by the thought of it. We think of our homes as a
place where we are safe from the dangers of the street. We think of our beds as a place of rest
and comfort where we escape through our dreams from those things in our lives which make
us weary. We think we’re safe from harm.
I imagined the woman getting ready for bed. I pictured her washing her face and brushing
her teeth before changing into her nightclothes. I wondered what her thoughts were as she
turned out the light and pulled up the covers. Did she look back over her day? Did she think
about someone she loved? Did she pray? I wondered what unfinished business she had in her
life, that, had she known of her impending death, would have take care of. What things had
she left unsaid? What dreams had she never realized?
Well, how about us? We, any of us, could be in a situation where something like this happens. A sudden traumatic death would find most of us unprepared, as we all expect to get up
in the morning and live another day. We live as though we will always have a tomorrow. And
that’s how we should live. But how many of us take to bed with us unfinished business—
things that we put off doing because we don’t make the time or we’re afraid? What would
your regrets be? Who have you not told something to? What relationship have you never taken
the time to heal? What amends do you owe someone? What have you always dreamed of doing, but never took the time to do?
If you’re like me, you didn’t even have to think about your answers to these questions. I
bet a name, a place, or an activity sprang immediately to mind. So, why do we put these things
off? Why do we crawl into bed without having taken care of our unfinished business? Why do
we turn out the lights without having told someone how much they mean to us? Why do we
lay our heads on our pillows without having asked someone we’ve hurt for forgiveness? Why
do we pull up the covers without having made a plan to realize the things about which we’ve
been dreaming?
Well, it doesn’t really matter why. Let’s just not put off until tomorrow those things which
we need to do today and let us not delay until another day the realization of our dreams so that
when our time comes to leave this existence we will have no regrets.
Peace be with you.

Pastor Stephen
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RElating
Reverend Eva Českava, Interim Religious Educator

The Buddhists say, "All is dukkha." It is hard to translate, they tell us. It
means literally "suffering" but the feeling of dukkha is closer to impermanence. The fact of impermanence is central to the Buddhist path to
Nirvana, enlightenment.
This is the first of the four Noble Truths. Dukkha. All is impermanence. Nothing lasts.
Many of you know I came to Indiana to work with Barbara Child, a well-respected interim minister in our movement. I realized that, as close to retirement as I was, interim ministry would be the best career choice for me, and I wanted to learn from the best. And I did.
Barbara taught me much about ministry, church dynamics and the particular skills needed in
interim ministry. I had another insight, though, one that surprised me. I realized I really
don't like the transitory nature of interim work, of beginning relationships which are never
lasting, learning to care deeply for a congregation and individuals, then severing all ties.
Besides that, it is incredibly difficult work to encourage people to change the ways they are
accustomed to understanding and carrying out their volunteer work. I think I'm not confrontational enough, too invested in a smooth relationship more than promoting healthier modes
of interacting, of "doing church." Frankly, I'm not as suited for interim ministry as I once
thought.
Then late last spring I began to experience back pain again. The spinal surgery I'd had in
March 2009 was very successful, and I was pain-free for a year, having graduated from
physical therapy and ready to dance again. Now, a different place in my spine is affected
and I am facing surgery again next month.
I wish this congregation all the best in its ministry. UUI's longtime commitment for excellence in religious education for all ages is commendable, and that is certainly an attainable goal. With a settled religious educator, a religious education assistant (or adequate
clerical help for RE), a viable data base, and an up-to-date website and telephone system,
you will be well-positioned for a successful ministry in the twenty-first century.
I appreciate the many expressions of regret that I'm leaving early, and offers of help as I
recuperate from surgery. My thoughts and prayers are with you all. May 2011 and succeeding years be filled with blessings for your work in this world.
Faithfully,
Eva
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Creative Arts
Winter Solstice Choir Needs You!

Please contact Solstice Choir Director Pam
Blevins Hinkle at pbhinkle@gmail.com for
more info.

UUI's 7th annual Winter Solstice Celebration is on Saturday, December 18. This
family-friendly event is a deeply moving
and non-denominational ritual that weaves
song and story together.
Key to the magic of the evening is the
rockin' Winter Solstice Choir! The choir is
open to anyone who loves to sing and is
age 11 or older. Choir members will learn
easy chants/rounds, singalongs and simple
part songs.
Rehearsal CDs are available. You don't
have to attend all rehearsals, but several
would be nice. Rehearsals are Sundays (45:30 pm) and Tuesdays (7:30-9:00 pm)
from 11/28-12/14. Dress rehearsal
(required) is Thursday, Dec. 16, 7 pm and
the celebration is Dec 18 at 7 pm.

UUI Choir
In January, the UUI choir will be rehearsing Jan 5 and 12 for their Jan 16th performance. All new and interested people
are welcomed - and babysitting is provided
for rehearsals. Questions? contact Dianna
at music@uui.org.

Calling All Youth Artists
Please bring in your artwork on Sunday,
January 9, after the service. Give your label information (your name, your age, the
title, the medium used, and any other information you would like on the label) to
Wendy Dougherty, 255-7039 or
Wdougherty@indy.rr.com. Put your name
and phone number on the back of your artwork. Put your name and the title of the
artwork on a Post-it on the front, so that
the labels can be put up after the show is
up. It's best if your artwork can be
mounted on a background or matted or
framed. This exhibit will be up through
Sunday, February 13, after the service.
There will be a reception for the artists after the service on Sunday, January 23.

Two Special Features for 2010
Indiana Women's Prison performance: We are going to do the ritual again
at the Indiana Women's Prison on Sunday
afternoon, December 19. This is not a requirement if you choose to sing this year,
but it sure would be an awesome gift to
these incarcerated women. You will need
to make a commitment by Dec 7.
Rehearsal CDs: Recordings of all
songs will be available to help with learning and to make participation more accessible to those traveling distances.

Arty Bash
UUI's annual Arty Bash will take place on
Saturday night, April 23, 2011. Please save
the date!
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Circles of Life

Religious Education
Neighboring Faiths

In Memoriam

Our junior high class is learning about
the religions of their friends and neighbors
this year, researching and studying, and
also by visiting worship events in various
places in Indianapolis. Thus far the group
has worshipped in a United Methodist
church and a Reconstructionist Jewish congregation, where a young man achieved his
bar mitzvah. During the winter school
break in December, they will attend Friday
afternoon prayer services at a local misjad
(mosque).
In this second part of the two-year curriculum cycle of our religious education
ministry, Sources of Our Faith, these
young people and their adult teaching team
are helping create and promote understanding, tolerance and appreciation in our multicultural world of Indiana.

UUI founder, Helarn Mauro, died on Saturday, November 6, 2010, on her 96th
birthday. She and her husband were very
active in the beginning of UUI. She was
proud of the fact that her late husband Dan
named UUI. She did not want a memorial
service. If you want to send cards, you may
send them to: Maria Featherston, 12645
Branford Street, Carmel, IN 46032.
Long-time UUI member Gaar Johnson
died on November 13, 2010 and his wife,
Nancy Johnson, died three days later. Gaar
was 89 years old and Nancy was 83. Gaar
suffered from Alzheimer's for a long time
and Nancy failed to thrive. Gaar sang in
the UUI choir. They are survived by their
daughter Priscilla, her husband John, and
their children Laura and Charles Robert.

Holiday Pageant

Help Needed

Kindergarteners through high schoolers
are welcome to participate in this year’s
Holiday Pageant. There are no lines in this
pageant, but characters are definitely
needed for this classic depiction of the
story of the first Christmas. Stage hands
and prop people are also needed.
The Holiday Pageant service is Dec.
12. There will be a rehearsal on Dec. 11
from 1-4p.m. Participants younger than 14
must be accompanied by a parent or surrogate. Questions? Contact Rev. Eva
Českava at dre@uui.org or 317-926-5077.

Colleen Kelly will be moving to a new
house and, as she is physically challenged,
will need lots of help , especially with
things like packing up her current house,
unpacking the new place and of course the
actual move. The move is tentatively
scheduled for the weekend of January 7-9.
Any help (and boxes or empty packing
tubs) you can give/loan her would be much
appreciated. Please contact Colleen (6030026) in advance if you are available to
help out.
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Congregational Life
Remembering UUI

Congregational Meeting
rescheduled

The Endowment Committee is establishing
a UUI Legacy Circle for member and
friends who have remembered UUI in their
estate planning. We know that a number of
members have done so, but we do not have
a record of those who have officially
named UUI as a beneficiary of their estate.
If you have done so, could you please contact Cindy Wilson at lmwilson@butler.edu
or call her at 317-872-6770, just to let her
know that UUI is remembered in your estate. Thanks you.

Due to a confluence of events the Board of
Trustees has decided to reschedule the upcoming Congregational meeting. It will
now be held on Sunday December 5, 2010

THIN AIR CD Release
On Dec 5, after the music Sunday service
in which THIN AIR, UUI's improv ensemble, will be playing, you will have the opportunity to purchase THIN AIR's first CD
release in the social hall. For only $10 you
can take THIN AIR home with you!

We’re Going to Pokagon
Every year a group of UUIers go to Pokagon for a wonderful fun-filled weekend. We make reservations two years
ahead of time. This year we’re going Friday, January 28 to 30, staying two
nights. There are some members who reserve an extra room or two, in case someone new can make it. Sometimes people
have to cancel. So if you and your family
would like to go, and you don’t have a reservation, or you are interested in more details, you can contact Wendy Dougherty
(Wdougherty@indy.rr.com or 255-7039).

Winter Solstice Chili Supper
The Family Ministry Committee is
hosting the 2nd annual Chili Supper/
Fundraiser on Saturday, December 18th
from 5:30-6:30 in the Commons before the
Winter Solstice ceremony. Please mark
your calendars to join us for good eats and
socializing before the ceremony begins.
Adult price is $5.00 and children eat for
$3.00 (no charge for children under 3 years
of age). Warm cider and baked goods will
also be available for a small fee.
Volunteers are needed to cook pots of
chili and assist with set up, serving, and
clean up. All proceeds from the supper will
go back to UUI. Please contact Carolyn
Murphy at Carolyn.murphy@erac.com or
(317) 418-4533 if you can donate chili or
help with the event.

Social Hall Tables
All Social Hall Sunday morning tables are
to be reserved within 48 hours of Sunday
requested to allow proper guest flow and
safety during the holiday season. Contact
Sandra at sgruber@mw.net or 407-1852.
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A VDAY 2011 WORLDWIDE CAMPAIGN
STOP VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN & GIRLS

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VDAY INDIANAPOLIS 2011
The UUI Social Justice Committee Presents
A Benefit Performance of Eve Ensler’s

Join us as we celebrate women, raise awareness
& envision a world without violence.

MARCH 24, 25 & 26 AT 7:00 PM
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF INDIANAPOLIS ~ 615 W. 43RD
STREET

AUDITIONS:
Saturday, Dec. 11, 6-8pm, UUI Social Hall/Sanctuary
or Sunday, Dec. 12, 2-4pm, UUI Cottage Music Room
Where: Unitarian Universalist Church of Indianapolis—615 W. 43rd Street
Directed by Jenni White
Speaking parts available for 5-20 women of all ages. Production crew positions available
for men and women—please join us during either scheduled time to sign up for a crew
position or audition for a part. If you cannot attend the scheduled auditions/sign-ups but
are interested in participating,
please contact Jenni White at 317-5074438 or jennilewhite@yahoo.com by Sunday, Dec.
12th.
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Small Groups
BULBS (Birthday Unitarian Lunch Bunch)
meets 1st Mondays. Pat Lawler, 329-2779
or patricialawler2@comcast.net.

For the next meeting of the UUI Men's
Breakfast Group please contact Bob
Kirk, rkirk1937@aol.com.

The next Credo Forum meets on Sunday,
December 5 at 9:15am in the Cottage Library. We will discuss the interaction between religion and law. For more information contact Lowell McCoskey at
Monotrailbiker@aol.com.

The UUI Photo Club meets the second
Monday of each month at 7 PM in the Cottage Library. The assignment for December
13 is "to take a picture that is monochromatic (one color and its tints and shades)".
For more information contact Wendy
Dougherty at 255-7039 or
Wdougherty@indy.rr.com.

CUUPS (Covenant of UU Pagans) meets
2nd and 4th Thursdays at 7 pm in the Sanctuary/Fellowship Hall. Contact Colleen
Kelly, wooglet@gmail.com or Robin
Chestek, 280-1354.

The Women of UUI are invited to meet for
dinner on Thursday, November 4 at 6 pm
at Maxine's Chicken & Waffles at 132
North East St. No program, just good conversation and food. For information, contact Susan Beauchamp at beauartnow@yahoo.com or 634-2448

The UU Downtown Lunch group meets at
11:30 on the second Wednesday of each
month. This group of UUs meets at the Sky
City Café at the Eiteljorg Museum to enjoy
lunch and conversation. Contact Eric Hinkle at ehinkle@eiteljorg.com.

The Women's Spirituality in Writing
group meets the third Tuesday of the
month in the cottage library to listen to
each others' written responses to an assigned topic. There is no critiquing, just an
open sharing and discussion. New members are welcome. Contact Sylvia Reichel,
reichelronald@sbcglobal.net.

UUI Drum Circle meets every first and
third Sunday each month at noon for an
hour, usually in the Sanctuary. Contact
Sandra at sgruber@mw.net or 407-1852 for
more information.
UUI Knitting Group Meets 2nd Saturdays
at 10 am and 4th Tuesdays at 7 pm in the
Cottage Library. Contact Judy Archer, 2539770 or jisarcher@aol.com.
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Happenings in December & January
SUN

05 MON

06 TUE

07

WED
08

THU

09 FRI

10 SAT

CUUPS
Cottage,7pm

Credo Forum
Cottage 9:15am

UUI Knitters
Cottage,
9:30am

Drum Circle
Sanctuary, noon

V-Monologues
Auditions
Sanctuary, 6pm

Jr. High OWL
Commons,
4:30pm

12
Denominational Affairs
Cottage
11:45am

13
Photo Club
Library, 7pm

14

15

16

17

UUI Board
Meeting
Cottage, 7pm

Winter
Solstice
Celebration
Sanctuary, 7pm

20

21

22

23

Program Team
Music Rm, 7pm

Drum Circle
Sanctuary, noon

27

24

25

Christmas
Eve Service
Sanctuary,
7pm

Women’s
Spirituality
Writing Group
Library,7pm

26

18
Solstice Chili
Supper
Commons,
5:30pm

V-Monologues
Auditions
Cottage, 2pm

19

11

28

30

31

01

06

07

08

29
UUI Knitters
Cottage,7pm
02

03

04
05

UUI Knitters
Cotage, 9:30am

Credo Forum
Cottage 9:15am
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Sent to congregation by e-blast on Nov 23
Collectively, we, Eric Hinkle, President of the Board of Trustees, the Rev.
Eva Českava, Interim Religious Educator,
and the Rev. Stephen Sinclair, Parish
Minister, wish to inform you, the members and friends of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Indianapolis, that Rev.
Českava will be unable to complete her
contract due to worsening health. Eva is
having difficulty performing the tasks of
the ministry of religious education, a ministry which she has done well in her more
than 30 years of service to the denomination.
Rev. Českava will be with us until the
19th of December after which she will
take days off for vacation and the holidays. At the beginning of the new year
Eva will undergo back surgery. Her son
and daughter will be with her for the first
two weeks of recuperation. After that it is
hoped that members of the congregation
will volunteer to assist her in any way
necessary. After her recovery she will be
relocating to Albuquerque, New Mexico.
There will be a reception in her honor following the worship service on December
19th.
For the rest of the year the religious
education program will continue under
the direction of the religious education
council until the arrival of the new religious educator, the search for whom has
begun.

Unitarian Universalist Church
Of Indianapolis
615 W. 43rd St.
Indianapolis IN 46208

Announcement

